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THE LAST WORD
IN 1829, THE FURMAN ACADEMY and 
Theological Institution was in trouble. Just 
a few years after its establishment in 1826 the 
school’s enrollment had dwindled to only three 
students, its principal had resigned, and the 
South Carolina Baptist Convention had been 
forced to forfeit the Edgefield property on which 
the school was located.
Rather than face the prospect of closure, 
though, the convention placed the remaining 
students with the Rev. Jesse Hartwell. Hartwell 
accepted the students into his home outside 
Stateburg in Sumter County, where he taught, 
housed and fed them on a salary of $400 per year. 
The students also practiced preaching at High 
Hills of Santee Baptist Church, where Hartwell 
was minister. 
Enrollment increased under Hartwell’s direc-
tion. He built cabins to house the new students, 
largely at his own expense. The students occu-
pied so much of his time that in 1830 the Rev. 
Samuel Furman, son of Richard Furman, joined 
the institution as a junior professor. The school 
appeared to be on more solid footing.
Yet by 1834 funding for Furman Academy and 
Theological Institution was so far in arrears that 
Hartwell and Furman were forced to resign. The 
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school’s financial burden 
had fallen almost exclu-
sively to the two men, 
and both were heavily 
in debt. The convention 
was unable to find suitable 
replacements, and the 
institution shut its doors 
in December of 1834.
The closing marked the 
end of Furman’s years in the 
High Hills of Santee. The 
school reopened two years 
later near Winnsboro, where 
students could farm the 
fertile land to help cover the 
school’s expenses.
In 1930 Furman reacquired the High Hills 
property, where it placed a historical marker 
carved of Winnsboro granite. The Sumter 
County Historical Commission placed another 
marker nearby in 1978. But the site was allowed 
to languish and was eventually reclaimed by a 
pine forest.
Last year, however, members of the commis-
sion rediscovered the marker and launched a 
project to refurbish the area around it — and 
to ensure its future maintenance. This 
spring, on April 21, commission members 
were joined by Furman representatives, 
descendants of the Furman family, and 
members of the High Hills of Santee 
Baptist Church at a ceremony to 
rededicate the site.
Nearly 200 years ago, students at the 
Furman Academy and Theological Insti-
tution pursued a rigorous, interdisciplinary 
education, much as today’s students do. 
As trees and brush overtook the site, the 
significance of their efforts and of their 
place in history — to Furman, to Sumter 
County and to South Carolina — faded.
Today, with the debris cleared and 
the 1978 marker repainted, the meaning 
of this historic patch of land is now apparent 
to anyone who happens upon Dodgen Hill Road 
in the High Hills of Santee, S.C.
— CELESTE BREWER 
The author, a 2012 graduate, is an intern in the 
James B. Duke Library’s Department of Special 
Collections and Archives.
High Hills of Santee Baptist Church, where early Furman students worked on their preaching skills. 
Kevin Byrne ’91, is Vice 
President and Chief Operating 
Officer of The University 
Financing Foundation, 
Inc., and President of the 
Association of University 
Research Parks.
Fred Current retired from the 
Furman faculty in 1999 after 
serving for 20 years.
Flaws.That’s what he told  
me I needed to work on.  
We’ve been close ever since.      — Kevin Byrne ’91, on Fred Current
“
“
Sometimes, it’s the unexpected that changes our lives. 
For Kevin Byrne, the incisive and supportive mentorship 
of Fred Current, professor of Business and Accounting, 
set him on a path to success.
Last year, Byrne joined 17 other alumni in honoring 
influential teachers and mentors at Furman through The 
Furman Standard, an endowed fund that supports faculty 
scholarship, research, and teaching—and ensures that each 
  
new generation of Furman students continues to enjoy the 
benefits of close faculty relationships.
There are many ways to honor an outstanding faculty mem-
ber who made a difference in your life. From direct gifts to 
estate planning, we can help you tailor a program that meets 
your needs. your support will enable Furman to continue 
to attract, develop, and retain the outstanding faculty that 
has distinguished the University for nearly two centuries.
This is The Furman Standard.
To honor an influential  
faculty member, contact  
Shon Herrick 
Associate Vice President  
   for Development.
Shon.herrick@furman.edu 
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